
'It's my whole life.'  
We talk with James and Sheree Moses 

 
 
Editor's note: James and Sheree Moses both began their love affair with the German Shepherd 
Dog as children. Jim finished his first champion when he was 13 years old and has had a truly 
spectacular handling career. Sheree got her first Shepherd when she was 5 years old; 
participated in Schutzhund as a teenager; and attended her first conformation show at 17. She 
began as an owner-handler, then groomer/conditioner and general jack-of-all-trades. 
The two have had the honor and pleasure of judging the National Specialty in Mexico City in 
2001. Sheree has since applied for her judge's license in the U.S.  
Jim has won more than 1,000 Best in Shows in the US and Canada and is a member of the Dog 
Show Hall of Fame. He has won Grand Victor / Grand Victrix title numerous times in both 
countries. In 1987, Jim earned BIS at Westminster with CH Covy Tucker Hill's Manhattan - the #1 
male show dog of all time (#4 overall), with 201 BISs. 
Jim and Sheree exhibited Sel CH Altana's Mystique, listed in the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the top-winning show dog of all time. Mystique received 275 all breed BISs, as well 
as 30 specialty wins, and Select ratings at the US National. The pair have exhibited two other Top 
20 Show Dogs of All Time, both members of the coveted "100 Club," including their home-bred 
CH Kaleef's Genuine Risk OFA Exc. Their specials have won Quaker Oats 15 times, and they 
have had the #1 German Shepherd for most of the last 20 years. 
Jim and Sheree are the breeders/owners of the top-producing dam in the history of the breed - 
living or dead - Kaleef's Valle ROM. They exhibited and managed the career of the top-producing 
sire in breed history: AOE BIS Am/Can Sel CH Kismet's Sight for Sore Eyes ROM TC HSC OFA. 
They have bred and/or owned more than 75 Champions, and have bred and owned many ROM 
sires and dams. They also have multiple dual-titled dogs. 
 
 
Kennel Name: Kaleef 
Location:  West Virginia 
Occupation:  Breeder (Sheree) and Handler, Breeder and Deer Breeder (Jim) 
 
GSDbyDesign: How many years have you been involved with GSDs? How did you get your 
start in the breed? 
Sheree: I got my first shepherd when I was five when our schnauzer died, that would be 41 years 
ago. I started doing Schutzhund when I was 14, went to my first show at 16, bred my first litter at 
17 and have been doing this ever since. 
Jim: My first shepherd was a gift from my father when I was nine. (Jim is 62 now.) I started 
showing at 13, was showing professionally in Canada when I was 16. At 19, I was the number 
one all-breeds in Canada with Jo-Mar's Avenger of Arbor. I've never done anything else. 

 
 
GSDbyDesign: Who are some of your all-time favorite GSDs - of your own breeding or 
otherwise? 
Sheree: I'd have to say my favorite dog was Dallas. Dogs like him are the reason I've had 
German Shepherds all my life. Of our own dogs, both of us have a soft spot for Geneva, and 
Tenacity is my house dog. She is very like her father in character. And Manhattan, of course, for 
both of us. 
Jim: CH Bramblewood's Custom Made, "Conan," and one of my favorite show dogs was GV 
Tatta of Fran Jo. 

 
 
 



GSDbyDesign: What is most important to you in a GSD? 
Sheree: We both agree on this one, it's character. And I have a pretty serious front fetish. 

 
 
GSDbyDesign: What problem(s) do you think are most prevalent in the breed? 
Jim: Lack of follow-through behind and poor secondary sex characteristics are the two biggest 
problems we have today.  
Sheree:  I agree about the hindquarters, many don't flex through their stifles - even if they don't 
drag their toes. I think we need better heads, and I think we're seeing a lot of animals that border 
on too big. A 26-inch male is medium-sized, at best, based on what I see in the ring. 
 
 
GSDbyDesign: When you select a puppy, what are you looking for (be as specific as 
possible)? 
Sheree: Jim and I both look for overall harmonious structure, a balanced puppy with an outgoing 
disposition. Clean legs, good feet, a dark, well-shaped eye, a good front, firm back, nice pigment, 
short hocks. 

 
 
GSDbyDesign: Who was/is the most influential person in your breeding program? 
Jim: Sheree 
Sheree: I think Jim's great, too. Seriously, I plan most of our litters (Jim plans their show careers). 
I remember pedigrees and I know most of the dogs (and their siblings, which influence me a lot). 
And I know where some of the health (or "other") issues are, like dentition, etc. I have been 
fortunate to have had the opportunity to be mentored by some of our breed's best, such as 
MaryEllen Kish and Joanie Ford, to name a couple, and several top breeders of other breeds. 
They were all very patient with me when I was a pest with a million questions. 

 
 
GSDbyDesign: What is the best thing about being involved in GSDs? 
Jim: It's my whole life. 
Sheree: I think what gives me the most happiness is planning a litter, raising the puppies, having 
them be joyous little hooligans then, if they end up being great show dogs, it's icing on the cake. I 
love getting photos and stories from happy new owners. I spend way too much time sitting in the 
whelping box, playing with puppies. Being serious about dogs kind of interferes with a "normal" 
life, but I wouldn't change much. It's been pretty good to me. 
 
 
GSDbyDesign: What are your goals in the breed? What would you like to be remembered 
for? 
Sheree: We want to breed and show a sound, attractive, bold, good side-gaiting dog that is 
capable of doing any one of the jobs it was bred for - or maybe several. I love multi-titled dogs. 
We believe there is only one standard for the German Shepherd Dog; the Best do both. Most of 
our specials over the last decade have not only been the top all-breed Herding dog, they have 
also been Select at the National.Geneva was Canadian Grand Victrix, 2X US Select, won the 
Group at the Eukanuba National Show (and Viewer's Choice for Best in Show) and was in the top 
five all-breeds in a very competitive year. She is also quite adept at stealing the pizza from the 
Domino's box you put safely out of reach on top of the hotel dresser . . . I think Jim will always be 
remembered for bringing GSDs to the forefront of the all-breed world; with the #1 male and 
female show dogs of all time. I think GSDs have become very competitive, and will remain so. 

 


